Nahali as mleccha

The genetic affiliation of Nahali is controversial and can be related to the 'linguistic area' of ca. 3500 BCE in the civilization area. About 40% of the lexicon is cognate to Munda languages XE "languages" , and some linguists therefore put it in that group. Among the numbers, 2-4 are borrowed from Dravidian XE "Dravidian" , and 5-10 from Indic. Numerals in Nahali: bidum (m.), bidi (f.), 'one'; ir, ira 'two'; motho 'three', na_lo 'four'; pa~co 'five'; chah 'six'; sato 'seven'; atho 'eight'; nav 'nine'; das 'ten'; ba_ro 'twelve'. http://euslchan.tripod.com/isolated.htm
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The ancient version of the spoken language XE "language"  of the Sarasvati XE "Sarasvati" -Sindh XE "Sindh" u civilization, ca. 3000 to 1300 B.C., can be traced as Proto-Prakrits/Proto-Pali or sub- or ad-stratum languages XE "languages" , such as Nahali, which are phonetically modified and embodied in the spoken versions of the current-day languages of India.

Microlithic sites in India and neighbouring regions and the areas of the substrate languages XE "languages"  of Naha_li, Irul.a, Vedda and Rodiya (After Schwartzberg, Joseph, ed.,1978, A historical atlas of South Asia, Chicago; loc. cit., Parpola XE "Parpola" , 1994, Fig. 8.9) It is likely that many lexemes of the Pra_kr.t XE "Pra_kr.t" s were derived from the hundreds of such languages which should have constituted the substratum of the Linguistic Area in Indic protohistory.

The ancient version of the spoken language XE "language"  can be traced from the spoken versions of the current-day languages XE "languages"  of India.

Nahali, Proto-Indo-Aryan XE "Indo-Aryan"  substratum

Is it reasonable to assume that the region was a linguistic area ca. 3500 - 1500 BCE? [Say, with speakers of: Nahali, Burushaski, Prakrits (Proto-Indo-Aryan XE "Indo-Aryan" ), Munda, Dravidian XE "Dravidian"  dialects]? 


Let us look at the evidence of agricultural terms in the languages XE "languages"  of the region, terms for agricultural implements, cultivation of the soil, and food items.

“In 1936 Wilhelm Brandenstein concluded from the fact that the Indo-Iranian XE "Indo-Iranian"  branch had not taken part in common PIE semantic developments in the field of agricultural terminology that the Indo-Iranians must have lost contact with the main body of PIE speakers at a time when agriculture XE "agriculture"  had not yet developed among them. When the Aryans entered Indoa, accordingly, they would still have been pastoral nomads. Nowadays, however, the lexical difference is explained by the ‘polycentric origin of the IE agricultural knowledge from two or three earlier food producing centres by cultural – and partly also by lexical – differences’ (Makkay, J.,  1988, Cultural groups of SE-Europe in the Neolithic XE "Neolithic" : the PIE homeland problem and the origins of the Proto-greeks, AION, 10, p. 125; see also Masica, C.P., 1979, Aryan and non-Aryan elements in North Indian agriculture, in: M.M. Deshpande and PE Hook, eds., Aryan and Non-Aryan in India, Ann arbor, p. 57). The process of borrowing has continued over the centuries. In modern Hindi 80 percent of the terminology is, as Masica’s fundamental study has made clear, of foreign origin: ‘The surprising thing is that only a small proportion of the remainder is either Dravidian XE "Dravidian"  or Austroasiatic, even by generous estimates’ (1979: 131). See also Schlerath, B., 1989, Viehzuchtertum and Ackerbau, GGA 241, 41 ff.” (Kuiper, FBJ, 1991, Aryans in the Rigveda, Amsterdam, Rodopi, p. 15).

Kuiper cites from Southworth the following examples of glosses, testifying to a ‘strong foreign impact’: ku_t.a, ‘house’; kun.d.a, ‘pot, vessel’; u_rdara, ‘a measure for holding grain’; apu_pa, ‘cake’; odana, ‘rice XE "rice"  dish’; karambha, ‘a kind of gruel’; pin.d.a, ‘a lump of flesh’; ulu_khala, ‘mortar XE "mortar" ’; ka_rotara, ‘sieve, drainer’; camris., ‘ladle’; kos’a, ‘cask, bucket’; kr.s’ana, ‘pearl’; ki_na_s’a, ki_na_ra, ‘ploughman’; khilya, ‘waste piece of land’; la_n:gala, ‘plough’; si_ra, ‘plough’; pha_la, ‘ploughshare’; tilvila, ‘fertile, rich’; bi_ja, ‘seed’; pippala, ‘berry of the ficus religiosa’; mu_la, ‘root’; khala, ‘threshing floor’; r.bi_sa, ‘volcanic cleft’; kevat.a, ‘cave, pit’; kr.pi_t.a, ‘thick or firewood’; s’akat.i_, ‘cart XE "cart" ’; a_n.i, ‘linch-pin’; va_n.i, ‘swingle tree XE "tree" ’; kulis’a, ‘axe XE "axe" ’; ku_t.a, ‘mallet’.(cf. Southworth, F.C., 1979, Lexical evidence for early contacts between Indo-Aryan XE "Indo-Aryan"  and Dravidian XE "Dravidian" , in: M.M. Deshpande and P.E. Hook, eds., Aryan and Non-Aryan in India, Ann arbor, pp.191-233). 

Kuiper goes on to list 383 ‘foreign elements’ in the Rigvedic vocabulary of words such as: aks.a, araru, alina, a_n.d.a, ku_la, krumu, gargara, chubuka, dr.bhi_ka, na_d.i_, phan., phaliga, bhala, man.d.u_ki, mayu_ra, mala, yaks.u, yadu, vis’pala_, s’akat.i_, s’akuna, s’an.d.ika, s’abala, sini_va_li_, sr.bida. The approximately 380 ‘foreign words’ listed by Kuiper are computed to be nine percent of the Rigvedic vocabulary contained in Grassmann’s dictionary. “…many among these ‘Aryans’ had non-Aryan names and…this fact points to some inescapable conclusions…Statements to the effect that the Rigveda was no longer purely Aryan are therefore correct to the extent that they refer to the language XE "language"  and the ethnic components: both were ‘Aryan’.” (p. 96).

The use of words such as ‘foreign origin’, ‘strong foreign impact’ for as much as 80 percent of agricultural terminology is based on the euro-centric perspective of incursion of Indo-European language XE "language"  into Bharat creating the Indo-Aryan XE "Indo-Aryan" . Kuiper concedes: “It should not be forgotten that it was Indo-Europeanists who began to study the non-Aryan languages XE "languages"  of India, because to them it was quite evident that a not inconsiderable part of the Sanskrit XE "Sanskrit"  vocabulary could not possibly be of IE origin. The preceding list was drawn up from an Indo-Europeanist’s point of view…The main point is that it should be recognized that Sanskrit had long been an Indian language when it made its appearance in history…A language in which simultaneously Dravidian XE "Dravidian"  calques arose and Indo-European laryngeals were still pronounced (viz. in tanuam, suar) was more progressive and, at the same time, more archaic than could be imagined a few decades ago.” (p. 94).
From an autochthonous perspective, these examples of glosses point to an indigenous evolution of the Prakrits, later refined into Sanskrit XE "Sanskrit" .

There is no basis to assume that the Bhils of Gujarat XE "Gujarat"  and Madhya Pradesh originally spoke a non-IE language, XE "language"  probably Nahali, yet: "No group of Bhils speak any but an Aryan tongue. (...) it is unlikely that traces of a common non-Aryan substratum will ever be uncovered in present-day Bhili dialect​s." (von Fürer-Haimendorf 1956:x, quoted in Kuiper 1962:50). 

The Language 'X' of Colin Masica may indeed be Meluhhan XE "Meluhhan"  or Mleccha XE "Mleccha"  dialect, cognate with Nahali, a language XE "language"  isolate of Narmada valley or kha_n.d.ava vana (forest), not far from Bhr.gu XE "Bhr.gu"  ks.etra [bhr.gu = va_run.i_ (R.gveda XE "R.gveda" ), i.e. people of a maritime, riverine civilization]. The neolithic precursor of the civilization has recently been discovered in two sunken rivers in the Gulf of Khambat XE "Gulf of Khambat"  close to the Nahali-speaking valley -- Narmada river valley. (cf. Gulf of Khambat Cultural Complex, National Institute of Ocean Technology). Why is Somaskanda shown carrying an antelope on his left arm? What metaphors are connoted by the weapons and tools adorning many hands?

Language X, Nahali, Vedic

A remarkable clue is provided by the existence of Nahali as an isolate language XE "language"  in the Narmada Valley, a valley which has assumed prominence as a neolithic precursor (ca. 10000 years Before Present) of the bronze XE "bronze" -age civilization on the Sarasvati XE "Sarasvati"  Sindhu River valleys. Was Nahali an Austro-asiatic language; or was it an Indo-European language? The vocabulary of Nahali
 contains a number of words which may be interpreted as the Indo-Aryan XE "Indo-Aryan"  substratum. The Gulf of Khambat XE "Gulf of Khambat"  Cultural Complex (GKCC) close to the area of the Nahali-speakers is only 300 kms. from Padri, Dholavira XE "Dholavira"  and Surkotada which are replete with stone structures; in Dholavira, ringstones and polished pillars of stone have been found. A maritime, riverine culture of the GKCC parallels the land-based, riverine, Mehrgarh XE "Mehrgarh"  neolithic evidence.

Close to the Gulf of Khambat XE "Gulf of Khambat"  Cultural Complex where two submerged rivers have been discovered (possible extensions of palaeo-channels of River Tapti) are the speakers of Nahali language XE "language"  which is described as an Indo-Aryan XE "Indo-Aryan"  language. 

http://www.hindunet.org/saraswati/khambat/khambat01.htm
Piotr Gasiorowski, a linguist active on the cybalist group: “Strictly speaking, Nahali (spoken on the upper Tapti) is not an isolate, though it's classified as such e.g. on the SIL site. Present-day Nahali is genetically an Indo-Aryan XE "Indo-Aryan"  language XE "language"  whose lexicon shows several layers of absorbed substrates. Though the exact percentages apparently vary from dialect to dialect (while minor and endangered, Nahali is not a monolithic languages XE "languages" ), according to Kuiper's estimates the largest lexical component (ca. 36%) is borrowed from Kurku (a.k.a. Korku, a Munda language), about 9% of Nahali words are Dravidian XE "Dravidian"  (e.g. the numerals 2, 3 and 4, whereas 5 and higher are Indo-Aryan), and some 25% are of unknown origin. Because of the high proportion of Munda loans Nahali has also been erroneously classified as a Munda language or even a dialect of Kurku. The etymologically obscure part of Nahali vocabulary is thought to represent an ancient pre-Indo-Aryan substrate of the Madhya Pradesh/Maharashtra border. Although the figure 25% may be exaggerated, the substrate -- unrelated to any known family -- seems to be real enough. Kuiper's attempts to establish a distant relationship between Nahali and Ainu ("Isolates of the world, unite!") should not be taken too seriously. It's quite possible that Central India was once a crazy quilt of tiny families. Relics of the Nahali substrate and perhaps of other, hitherto unidentified extinct languages may be lurking in the local varieties of Indo-Aryan, e.g. in the numerous but poorly investigated languages of the Bhil group.”

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cybalist/message/13915

Yes, Nahali is spoken on the upper reaches of the Tapati river valley. The Tapati river extensions have been submerged in the Gulf of Khambat XE "Gulf of Khambat"  when the gulf was formed ca. 10,000 yrs. Before Present and resulted in the start of regular monsoons in India. Nahali provides the key to unravel further the proto-Indo-Aryan XE "Indo-Aryan"  using epigraphs of the 4th to 2nd millennia.


Piotr's thoughts jibe with Emeneau's postulate on a linguistic area and Norman Brown's observations. Recognizing the structure of a proto-Indo-Aryan XE "Indo-Aryan"  linguistic area may help explain the glyphs on  inscribed objects found between ca. 3500 to 1500 BCE in Sarasvati XE "Sarasvati" -Sindh XE "Sindh" u River basins.
bharukaccha, bharu-rat.t.ha =a kingdom which is said to have been swallowed up by the sea (Pali.lex.Ja_taka 2.169). 

Bhr.gu XE "Bhr.gu"  (cognate with bharu-) is va_run.i in R.gveda XE "R.gveda"  and is closely associated with the sea. Bharukaccha (Bharuch) is on the coast of Sindhu sa_gara (Arabian ocean) close to where the River Narmada joins the ocean. 

Was Nahali a language XE "language"  of the Bhils of western Bha_rata XE "Bha_rata" ? 

Nahali was spoken on the River Tapti, NW of Ellichpur in Madhya Pradesh. Of the vocabulary, 36% are of Kurku (Munda) and 9% of Dravidian XE "Dravidian"  origin. Kuiper lists 123 items of vocabulary not reducible to Austro-Asiatic XE "Austro-Asiatic" , Dravidian or IE roots, and calculates that “about 24 per cent of the Nahali vocabulary has no correspondence whatever in India”. (FBJ Kuiper, 1962, Nahali, a comparative study. Amsterdam: Noord-Hollandse Uitgevers Maatschappij, pp.49-50; 1966, The sources of Nahali vocabulary, in: H. Zide, Studies in comparative   Austroasiatic. Linguistics, ed.  N. H. Zide, The Hague, pp. 96-192). Bernard Sergent thinks that Nahali is an Austro-Asiatic language XE "language"  (Genèse de l’Inde, p.31.) 

Nahali language XE "language"  (like Basque or Burushaski) is an isolate language unrelated to the Indo-European family. 

ship" http://www.ship.edu/~cgboeree/languagefamilies.html
 

Gondi manja 'man, person'; Tamil XE "Tamil"  mântar 'people, men', man 'king, husband'; Old Japanese wo-mina 'woman' (Modern Japanese onna); Ainu mene-ko 'woman'; Papuan munan, mando, mundu 'man'; Nahali mancho 'man'; Egyptian sn 'smell'; Hausa sansana 'smell'; Georgian sun 'smell'; Tamil, Malayalam cuNTu 'bill, beak, snout'; Basque sunda 'smell'; Tibetan sna 'smell'; Nahali chon 'nose'; Seneca oseno 'smell'; Wintu sono 'nose' 
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"Nahale north of Amalwadi in Jalgaon District speak a language XE "language"  similar to Ahirani (Indo-European). Nihali and Nahali may be different languages XE "languages" . Nihal in Chikaldara taluk and Akola District have 25% lexical similarity with Korku (Munda). Nahal near Toranmal have 51% to 73% lexical similarity with several Bhil languages (Indo-European). They live in or near Korku villages, and identify closely with the Korku. Investigation needed: intelligibility with nearby Bhili languages, bilingual proficiency in Korku (Munda), Hindi, Marathi. Tropical forest. Mountain slope." 

language" http://www.ethnologue.com/show_language.asp?code=NHL
 

Maheshwar, 90 kms. from Indore, is a town situated on the banks of the Narmada River, in Khargone district of the State of Madhya Pradesh in Bha_rata XE "Bha_rata" . Archaeological digs at Naodatodi, 2 kilometers away across the Narmada have unearthed remains dating from 2000 BC. In classical periods, Maheshwar was known as Mahishmati or Mahisati, and later Avanti, the state capitol of Raja Bhoja. S'an:kara and Mand.ana Mis'ra (who was a poet in the court of Ma_his.mati) discuss the karma mi_ma_msa philosophy at Ma_his.mati, a place mentioned in both the Ra_ma_yan.a XE "Ra_ma_yan.a"  and the Maha_bha_rata XE "Maha_bha_rata" . It was the capital city XE "city"  of Ka_rtavi_rarjuna (who killed Jamadagni); it was also the capital city of the Va_ka_t.aka-s (6th cent.) who built the cave-temples of Ellora. This is the ks.etra of Paras'urama, 'Rama of the axe XE "axe" ', a Brahmin, born to the sage Jamadagni and his wife Renuka. This is also Bhr.gu XE "Bhr.gu"  ks.etra (cf. Bharuch on the mouth of Narmada river). In the Bhr.gu tradition, Vishnu's consort is Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth and fortune. She is believed to have emerged from the samudra manthan, and considered to be the daughter of Bhr.gu and Khyati. 

Not far from the region is Bhimbet.ka, where 500 caves have pre-historic paintings showing many horses and also chariots (one pictorial motif is interpreted by H.D. Sankalia, as Kr.s.n.a wielding a cakra a_yudha (discus weapon). Horses or chariots are not imports from Central Asia XE "Central Asia"  into Bha_rata XE "Bha_rata" !

"Executed mainly in red and white with the occasional use of green and yellow, with themes taken from the everyday events of aeons ago, the scenes usually depict hunting, dancing, music, horse XE "horse"  and elephant XE "elephant"  riders, animals fighting, honey collection, decoration of bodies, disguises, masking and household scenes. Animals such as bisons, tigers, lions, wild boar XE "boar" , elephants, antelopes, dogs, lizards, crocodiles etc. have been abundantly depicted in some caves. Popular religious and ritual symbols XE "symbols"  also occur frequently." http://www.meadev.nic.in/tourism/exotic/bh-mp.htm
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Horse depicted in a painting in Cave 4 at Bhimbetka
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Domesticated horse XE "horse"  shown on a painting in Cave no. 8 at Bhimbet.ka

http://www.art-and-archaeology.com/india/
kha_n.d.ava vana: Explorations in the beds/tributaries of Narmada have revealed traces of the Paleolithic men in East Nimar district. Omkar Mandhata, a rocky island on the bank of Narmada river, about 47 miles North-West of Khandwa, is said to have been conquered by the Haihaya king Mahishmant, a scion of Yadu family, who had named the capital as Ma_his.mati. From the early 2nd Century B.C., to the 10 century CE, the Nimar Region (earlier a part of Kha_n.d.ava) was ruled by Mauryas, Sungas, Early Satvahanas, Kardamakas, Abhiras, Va_kat.akas, Guptas, Kalachuris, Vardhanas (of Harsha Vardhana fame), Chalukyas, Ra_s.t.raku_t.as, Paramaras. There is a group of ks.atriya known as somavam.s'i_ya sahasra_rjuna ks.atriya, claiming their lineage to Ra_jara_jes'vara Sahasra_rjuna ca. 2600 BCE. http://www.sskna.org/ssk_history.html    Omka_res'war XE "war"  is an island at the confluence of River Narmada and River Kaveri . [The same name 'ka_veri' is the name of the river which flows from Karna_t.aka through Tamilna_d.u].
It is a reasonable hypothesis that Language X can be traced to languages XE "languages"  such as the substrate Nahali and that Language X was in fact the Vedic language XE "language" . It is also assumed that Nahali exemplifies the state of the Linguistic Area, ca. 3500 to 1500 BCE in North-western Bha_rata XE "Bha_rata" .

The acculturation of Meluhhans (probably, people from the Sarasvati XE "Sarasvati" -Sindh XE "Sindh" u doab and coastal regions of Makran XE "Makran"  Coast, Gulf of Kutch XE "Kutch"  and Gulf of Khambat XE "Gulf of Khambat" ) residing in Mesopotamia XE "Mesopotamia"  in the late third and early second millennium BC, is noted by their adoption of Sumerian XE "Sumerian"  names (Parpola XE "Parpola" , Parpola and Brunswig 1977: 155-159). "The adaptation of Harappan motifs and script to the Dilmun XE "Dilmun"  seal form may be a further indication of the acculturative phenomenon, one indicated in Mesopotamia by the adaptation of Harappan traits to the cylinder seal XE "cylinder seal" ." (Brunswig et al, 1983, p. 110).

� Nahali vocabulary 





1 biDum�2 irar�3 moTho�4 na:lo�5 pãco�6 cha:h�7 sato�8 aTho�9 nav�10 das��The numbers 5-10 are clearly of IA origin. The numbers 1-5 are Dravidian� XE "Dravidian" �:��biDum cf. Toda wïD, Kota vodde, Irula vondu�irar cf. Toda e:D, Brahui� XE "Brahui" � ira:, Kolami i:ral, Kannada eraDu�moTho cf. Toda mu:D, Telugu� XE "Telugu" � mu:Du�na:lo cf. Toda no:N, Koya na:lu, Tulu na:l, Malayalam na:lu





But the Munda layer is thicker, and the Nahali verb system is reportedly Munda-like. The unidentified substrate is said to account for about 25% of the vocabulary. Perhaps the fairest description of Nahali would be this: an old creole language� XE "language" � that has been decreolised in favour of its Indo-Aryan� XE "Indo-Aryan" � component.





Nahali ad.d.o, ard.u ‘tree� XE "tree" �, wood’ Parengi. ara? Sora. era_


Nahali ara ‘to see’ Santali� XE "Santali" � arak’ orok’ ‘gaping, staring; Mundari� XE "Mundari" � arid ‘to gaze, look at’





Nahali akhand.i ‘finger’





Nahali baddi ‘bull� XE "bull" �’ Gutob of Bastar state ba_d.i_; Kolami barre ‘buffalo� XE "buffalo" �’; Telugu� XE "Telugu" � bar-r-e ‘female buffalo’; Pkt. pad.d.a


Nahali oba ‘bull� XE "bull" �’; Kurku doba ‘ox, bull, bullock’; dobaq ‘bullock’; Marathi d.obad. ‘female buffalo� XE "buffalo" �’; Bhili d.obe ‘cattle� XE "cattle" �’





Nahali bakra ‘a he-goat� XE "goat" �’; Hi. bakra_; Ku. bokra, bon:gora





Nahali bard.o ‘sickle’





Nahali bot.or ‘hare� XE "hare" �’; Gondi bhat.e_lya_; Munda kuala ‘hare’; Kherwari kulai, kulae





Muci jor.t.a_ ‘two’ ; Beng. jor.a_ ‘couple’





Nahali cort.o ‘blood’; Tamil� XE "Tamil" �, Malayalam co_ri, Kod.agu co_re ‘blood’





Nahali cakot.o, cekot.o ‘axe� XE "axe" �’; Kurukh cakna_ ‘to sharpen’; Telugu� XE "Telugu" � cekku- ‘to pare’ Kui sekali ‘to scrape (with a hoe)’; Burushaski cak ‘axe For -t.o: kalt.o ‘a Naha_l person’; du. kalt.ihlt.el, plur. kalit.t.a; -t.o seems to be a suffix; Skt. karkat.aka ‘name of a tribe in ancient Bharat’. jakot.o ‘male; jakot.o ma_u ‘horse� XE "horse" �’; ja_kot.o haran ‘male deer� XE "deer" �’





Nahali cokob ‘leaf of a tree� XE "tree" �, a Naha_l clan-name’; Kurku Santali� XE "Santali" � Mundari� XE "Mundari" � sakom ‘leaf’





Nahali cha_h ‘six’; Hi. cha





Nahali ca_n ‘fish� XE "fish" �’; Kurku cade ‘a certain kind of fish’; Muci cha_n rui ‘fish’ (lit. rohit fish caught in net)





Nahali candi ‘silver; Kurku candi; Hi. ca~_di_





Nahali cana ‘dance; cana- ‘to dance’





Nahali carko ‘black-faced monkey� XE "monkey" �’; Mundari� XE "Mundari" � sara’; Ho Kurku sara ‘monkey’, ‘baboon, black-faced monkey’; Ainu saro; Jap. saru?


Nahali d.ugi ‘red-faced monkey� XE "monkey" �’ Ku. dhugi ‘baboon, a red-faced monkey’; Sakai dok; Tembi, Senoi dokn, Stieng duk, Bahra dok, Chrau dok, Halang modok, Sedang do ‘monkey’





Nahali cergo- ‘to run’; Kurku sarub- ‘to run’





Nahali cerk(o) ‘to fall’; Tamil� XE "Tamil" � carukku ‘to slip’; Kannada saraku ‘to slip, slide’; Malto jarqe ‘to be dropped, fall’





Nahali d.ad.i ‘beard’; Kurku dadi; Hi. da_r.hi





Nahali d.and.o ‘upper arm’; Kurku d.and.o ‘upper arm’; Kolami dand.a; Parji d.and.a





Nahali d.an:go ‘branch of a tree� XE "tree" �’; Kurku dagan; Hi. d.o~ghi_; Kui d.e_ga





Nahali d.ed.d.a ‘frog’ Kurku dedda; Pkt. d.ed.d.ura; Skt. dardura





Nahali d.on:ga ‘a variety of ant of big size’; Kurku don:ga ‘a large black ant’; Mar. d.o_gl.a_ ‘a species of large ant’





Nahali d.on:gor ‘hill, jungle, forest’; Kurku don:gor; Hi.Mar. do_gar ‘hill, mountain’


Nahali balla ‘hill’ Ku. balla, bala; Khandesi balda_; Kun.bau bald.a_; Hi. ba_la_ ‘high, aloft’ Tamil� XE "Tamil" � vallai ‘hillock, mound’





Nahali dhan:kar ‘shepherd’ Hi. dha~_gar ‘caste whose business is to dig wells, tanks’; Kolami dhan:gar ‘shepherd’ from Mar.





Nahali d.hol ‘drum; Kurku dhol; Hi. d.hol





Nahali d.hor ‘cow’; dhotta_ ‘cows, cattle� XE "cattle" �’; Kurku d.hor-ku ‘cattle’; Nahali bidi_ dhotta_ ‘a cow’, dhatta_ ‘cow’; Baori (Lahore) e_k d.hat.t.o_ ‘a bull� XE "bull" �’; Hi.Mar. d.hor ‘cattle, beast’; Kolami do_r, Gondi d.ho_r.-k ‘cattle’ Gutob of Bastar state dhorai_ ‘shepherd. Probably connected with Gondi t.a_li_, Bhili t.o_l.i_ ‘cow, Bhili t.od.a~_ ‘cattle’





Nahali t.o_t.a ‘maize, a Naha_l clan-name’





Nahali en:ger ‘burning charcoal’; If direct borrowing from Hi. a~_gra_, en:ger is an instance of a>e; Mundari� XE "Mundari" � en:gel, remodeled after sen:gel ‘fire





Nahali e.t.t.hi, het.t.i ‘elephant� XE "elephant" �’; Kolami etti, Kurku hethi, hathi; Mar. hatti_, Hi. ha_thi_ 





Nahali ha_t.u ‘market’; Hi. ha_t.; Kurku hatti from Hi. hat.t.i_





Nahali gad.ri, gadha ‘ass’ Kurku gadri, gadari, gidari, gideri; Mar. gadhad.a_; Kurku gadar.a ‘he-ass’, gidir.i ‘she-ass’; Hi. gadaha_





Nahali ga_r.a ‘cart� XE "cart" �’; Kurku gar.a ‘a native cart’; Hi. ga_r.a_





Nahali gard.an ‘neck’; Hi. gardan





Nahali gora kelli ‘male calf’; Kurku gora ‘male calf’





Nahali got.hi ‘clan’; Hi. got.h ‘assembly’; goti_ ‘relation, kindred’





Nahali ghut.ari ‘a deer� XE "deer" �’; Kurku ghotari, ghotar.i, gotari ‘red antelope� XE "antelope" �, deer, jungle goat� XE "goat" �; Ho kotharie seleep [= kothari_ silib’] Zide points to Santali� XE "Santali" � ghot.ret’ jel, ghot.ra jel





Nahali kot.ra ‘inside’. Nid.irtan: kot.ra ‘inside of the anthill; Hi. Mar. kot.ar ‘hole in a tree� XE "tree" �’; Hi. kot.hri_ (Mar. kot.had.i_) ‘small room, cell’; Hi. Mar. kot.ha_r ‘storehouse� XE "storehouse" �’





Nahali hond.ar ‘rat’; Sora on(d)re_n: ; Kui od.ri; Kuwi or.li, orli; Skt. undara, undaru, unduru ‘mouse’





Nahali hundar ‘to prepare (food)’; Kurku hundar; Gutob kund.ar ‘to cook’





Nahali iphil ‘star; Kurku ipil; Santali� XE "Santali" � Mundari� XE "Mundari" � Ho ipil; Sakai perlohi, peloi, Semang puloe, peluih; Khmer phlu ‘daylight’





Nahali irar ‘two (Masc.), ir (Fem. Ntr.); ir-jen ‘two persons’; i_r, i_ra_; Tamil� XE "Tamil" � iru/i_r, Kannada iru, ir, i_r





Nahali ira ‘to cut with a sickle’; Kurku ir/hir ‘to cut (grass), to mow’; Santali� XE "Santali" � Mundari� XE "Mundari" � Ho ir ‘to cut, reap. The disyllabic root of Nahali is remarkable, but may be correct; cf. Mundari gira: Santali ger and Ku. terae-: Ho ter ‘to throw’





Nahali geri ‘fishing hook’; Kurku gir.i ‘fish� XE "fish" �-hook, to hook a fish’; Mar. gal. ‘fish-hook’; N.B. Santali� XE "Santali" � ger ‘to catch fish’, Mundari� XE "Mundari" � gira_ ‘net for catching fish’ are not related to geri.





Nahali Kurku kat.ham ‘tortoise� XE "tortoise" �’; Kurku katkom ‘crab’; Santali� XE "Santali" � kakkat.a; Skt. karkat.a





Nahali kapri in jiki kapri ‘eye-brow’





Nahali kapor ‘winnowing basket’





Nahali karchi ‘pitcher’; Kurku karsi, kharsi ‘earthen basin, large earthen pot, water-pot with a wide neck’; Mar. kal.s’i_, kal.si_ ‘a small metal� XE "metal" � vessel’





Nahali ka_vra ‘crow’; Kurku kaur.a, kaua, kauwa ‘raven, crow’ Parji kavr.a; Mar. from ka_vl.a_





Nahali kirsan ‘cultivator’ Kurku kirsan, kisan; Hi. Mar. kisa_n; modern borrowings from Sanskrit� XE "Sanskrit" �: Nepali kirkhi from Skt. kr.s.i





Nahali ko_go ‘snake� XE "snake" �’





Nahali kokhor ‘fowl’ Gondi kukkura ‘painted partride’; Mundari� XE "Mundari" � Ho kokor ‘owl’; Sora kukkur ‘dove’





Nahali komba ‘cock’; Kurku komba, Mar. komba_d.a_; Konkani kombo





Nahali khobo ‘much; khu_b ‘very, many’; Kurku khobo, khubo (kubo), khob (kob). Hi. Mar. khu_b





Nahali ko_l ‘woman, wife’ (dual ko_lhilt.el); Kolami ko_lama ‘wife’; Kashmiri� XE "Kashmiri" � kolay ‘wife’; Burgandi dialect of Tamil� XE "Tamil" � kulis ‘wife’, Yerukala khulis’i_ (Malar khulsa_ ‘husband: Sikalgari kho_l ‘house’); Kui kola ‘bride, son’s (yonger brother’s) wife’





Nahali ko_lya ‘fuel, Naha_l clan-name’; Kurku kolya ‘charcoal’, with metathesis from Hi. koyala_, koela_ > Santali� XE "Santali" � koela, kuila, Mundari� XE "Mundari" � koila, kuila





Nahali kot.t.o, kat.t.o, ko_hat. ‘to beat’; Tam. Mal. Tel. kot.t.u ‘[to beat’; Mundari� XE "Mundari" � kut.ao ‘to drub, strike violently or thresh soundly with a stick’; Hi. ku_t.na_





Nahali kot.t.u ‘to pound’; Hi. ku_t.na_ ‘to macerate, to pound, to pestle, crush, beat’; Kannad.a� XE "Kannad.a" � kut.t.u ‘to beat, strike, pound, bruise’





Nahali ku_d.u ‘bamboo door’; Kurku kur. ‘wall (of wattle and daub), Mar. ku_d., kud.an (Kolami kud.an); Kui kud.u ‘wall’





Nahali kui ‘water well’; Kurku kui, kuhi, Santali� XE "Santali" � ku~i; Hi. ku_a_ (ku_i_ in Dardic). Munda word perhaps a recent borrowing from some local Aryan dialect





Nahali khand.a ‘shoulde; to carry on shoulder’; Kurku khanda, kha~_do~, Hi. kandha_





Nahali kharu ka ‘many’; Kurku kar.u, karu ‘herd, crowd, flock, multitude’, karuten ‘in crowds’, kad. karu kurku ‘a great multitude’ (lit. a great many people); santali khar ‘herd, flock’; Mundari� XE "Mundari" � ker.a,Ho. kera ‘buffalo� XE "buffalo" �’, Mundari kir.o ‘a buffalo calf upto to 3 years old’





kat.iya_ buffalo� XE "buffalo" � heifer (G.); kad.a buffalo (Santali� XE "Santali" �); ka_t.i, furnace (trench)(Ta.)





Nahali khara ‘field’; Mar. khal., khal.e~ ‘yard, court’ [Kurku khara means ‘salt, brackish’ = Hi. kha_ra_]; cf. Nahali kheriyan ‘threshing floor’; Kurku kharyan, from Mar. khal.iha_n; cf. khaliha_n, khali_ha_n, Bihari khariha_n; Kurku khari_n from Mar. khal.e~ 


Nahali kheda ‘to drive a cart� XE "cart" �’ Kurku kheda, kheda-ki ‘to drive away’, ke-keda, keda-k-ej ‘to drive oxen’; Hi. khedna_ id. 





Nahali kheri-kama ‘to pull’; Kurku kir.i ‘to pull’; Kann. ki_r. ‘to draw or pull out, pluck up or out, uproot, pull off, rob’ 





Nahali khet ‘field’ Hi. khet id.; Kurku kheti, khiti, khit.i, ket.i, kiti ‘field; Hi. Mar. kheti_ ‘agriculture� XE "agriculture" �’; cf. Skt. ks.etra ‘field





Nahali khogir ‘saddle’ Kurku Mundari� XE "Mundari" � Gutob khogir. Hi. Mar. khogi_r





Nahali khuri ‘leg’; khuri_, khud.i_ ‘foot’; Mar. khuri_ ‘forepart of the hoof’; khu_r ‘hoof, foot (of couch). The meaning ‘foot’ is also found in Kashmiri� XE "Kashmiri" �, Dardic, West Pahari.





Nahali la_o ‘to burn’; Naiki lao ‘to set fire, to put on (ear-ring), to shut (door); Santali� XE "Santali" � Mundari� XE "Mundari" � lo ‘to burn, scald’, lolo ‘to heat, hot, warm, Birhor lo’ ‘to burn’, lolo ‘hot, warm’, Ho lo ‘to burn, lolo ‘hot’





Nahali lokhand.o ‘iron’; Kurku lo-khand.o (lo, loh, loha); cf. Mar. lokha_d. ‘iron’





kan.d. ‘furnace’ (Santali� XE "Santali" �)





ghat.a jar, ewer (MBh.R.Sus'r.) kod.a (Ka.) gargara (MBh.) gargari_ churn, butter-vat, a kind of water-jar (Skt.) karaka water-pot (MBh.R.) bhr.n:ga_ra water-pot, pitcher (Skt.) gha_ghari waterpot (S.); gad.d.uka small earthen pot (Skt.); gar.uwa_ (N.); khan.d.a a liquor pot (Pkt.); kalas'a pot, water-jar (RV.) gagra, ghagra, ghar.a (Santali� XE "Santali" �); han.d.ha a large earthenware jar (Santali); ha~_d.a_ (H.); hat.hua (Santali); ha~_r.ia_ cooking pot� XE "cooking pot" � (Kharia)





Nahali man:gar ‘crocodile� XE "crocodile" �’; Kurku ‘alligator’; Santali� XE "Santali" � ‘alligator, crocodiles palustris’ with nasalization owing to the initial nasal from Hi. magar





Nahali ma_v, ma_w, ma_ ‘horse� XE "horse" �’ (dual ma_v-ihlt.el, plur. ma_v-t.a); Tel. ma_vu ‘horse’; Gondi mau, ma_v ‘sambar’; Note ma ‘horse’ in Tai, Ahom, Kha_mti, Laos, Sha_n; cf. Lahu (Shan states) muan, maw ‘horse’





Nahali men:ge, me_n:ge ‘tooth, jaw’





Nahali mend.ha ‘sheep� XE "sheep" �’; Kurku mend.ha id. From Hi. me~d.ha_ ‘ram� XE "ram" �’





Nahali mochor ‘pestle’; Mar. musal.; Skt. mus’ala, mus.ala





Nahali mokhne ‘elbow (knee?); Kurku Mundari� XE "Mundari" � Ho muka; Santali� XE "Santali" � moka ‘cubit; Mundari moka ‘a measure’; Ho mukui ‘knee’; Kurukh mu_ka, mu~_ka_, Kolami movka ‘elbow’, Malto muki ‘cubit’, muke ‘knee’, which are borrowings from Munda or, like the Munda words, loan-words from an older linguistic family.





Nahali mond.a ‘heel’





Nahali mo_t.h, mo_t.ho ‘three’. With deoicing from Tel. mu_d.u or Gondi mud.u?





Nahali mundi ‘ring’; Kurku mundi, from Mar. mudi_. An earlier borrowing (from Pkt. mudda_?) in Santali� XE "Santali" � mundam, Mundari� XE "Mundari" � mudam, mundam, Ho mundam





Nahali na_lku, na_lo ‘four’; Kann. na_lku, na_luku or rather Tel. na_lugu (with devoicing of g)? cf. Naiki na_luk, na_lu.





Nahali nan:gar ‘plough’; Kurku nan:gar; cf. Mar. na~gar. 





Nahali o_han ‘mortar� XE "mortar" �’; perhaps an individual borrowing direct from Pkt. ohala? Skt. ulu_khala. Ku. has okhli, from Hi. u_khli_; Mar. ukhl.i_; cf. Santali� XE "Santali" � ukhur. (Desi ukhul), Kharia ukhr.i





Nahali oro ‘millet’; Kurku oro ‘grain, seed’. From Mar. varo ‘kind of grass, grain’ [Not related to Santali� XE "Santali" � hor.o, Mu. hur.u, Kharia horu ‘paddy, unhusked rice� XE "rice" �’, Sora saro_ ‘rice, Mon sro~, Khmer sruv.]





Nahali o_t.ho ‘chin’. Apparently a direct borrowing from Mar. ot.h (cf. Hi. o~t.h). Kurku ota, id. Suggests an Indo-Aryan� XE "Indo-Aryan" � origina *ot.ha_.





Nahali ot.t.i ‘to burn (v.t.)’





Nahali pago ‘tail’





Nahali pakot.o ‘bone� XE "bone" �’. Apparently borrowed directly from Kolami pakkat.e ‘rib’; Tel. pakka, ‘side’ from Indo-Aryan� XE "Indo-Aryan" �





Nahali pala ‘leaf’. Mar. pa_la_ ‘leaves, tufts of leaves, foliage’, Singhalese pala_ ‘greens, vegetables’, Panj. Pallhi_ ‘green leaves of grass’; Skt. pallava ‘sprout, bud’. But Santali� XE "Santali" � palha ‘leaf, get leaves’, Mundari� XE "Mundari" � palhao ‘sprouting of new leaves after the branch of a tree� XE "tree" � has been cut’ belong to an Austro-Asiatic� XE "Austro-Asiatic" � word-family. Kurku has ara pala, a combination of ara (santali ar.ak ‘vegetables’) and pala (Santali palha). So Mar. pa_la_, pa_le_ ‘leaves, foliage’, ole~ pa_le~ ‘green food (grass leaves for cattle� XE "cattle" �)’, (bha_ji_)pa_la_ ‘vegetables’, are possibly borrowings from Kurku. Cf. also Hi. a_la_ pa_la_ ‘leaves of different trees’. Consequently the Nahali word is most likely a reborrowing from Mar., but it may represent the old Munda word which occurs in Kurku ara pala.





Nahali pend.ri ‘shin of leg’. Kurku pendri, pindri, pandari ‘calf of the leg, leg below the knee’. Cf. Hi. pin.d.ra_, pin.d.ri_, pe~d.uri_ ‘the shin, calf of the leg’





Nahali pet.e ‘to sit’ pet.e-wa ‘will sit. Perhaps a ‘proto-Indian’ root, cf. Skt. pi_t.ha ‘chair, seat, bench’ (which was an early date borrowed into Munda, cf. Kurku pitom), unless the primary meaning was ‘platform� XE "platform" �’. Cf. Skt. pin.d.ika ‘bench for lying on’, Oriya� XE "Oriya" � pin.d.a_, Santali� XE "Santali" � pin.d.a ‘a raised veranda’, pin.d.ha ‘ridge, raised border between rice� XE "rice" �-fields’





Nahali poyye ‘bird’ Digaru Mishmi mpia_, Taraon piya, Kanauri pya_





Nahali sadi ‘hundred’, Kurku sadi. Cf. Pers. Hi. sad ‘hundred’, sadi_ ‘century, centenary’





Nahali cokob ‘leaf’; Kurku s’akom, sakom, Santali� XE "Santali" � Mundari� XE "Mundari" � Ho Korwa sakam, id.





Nahali sato ‘seven’; cf. Hi. sa_t





Nahali sona ‘gold� XE "gold" �’; Kurku sona, Hi. sona_





Nahali tand.ur ‘rice� XE "rice" �, paddy’; cf. Mar. ta~dul. The absence of a final word –o suggests that it is still a foreign word in Nahali.





Nahali t.arsya ‘kind of animal called in Mar. tar.as’. Kurku tarsa ‘hyena’, Mar. taras, id. (Skt. taraks.u).





Nahali t.embriya ‘tiger� XE "tiger" �’. Kurku temriya ‘cheetah’. Tel. tempari ‘a brave, bold, daring man’; Tamil� XE "Tamil" � tempu ‘physical strength’





Nahali t.hekri ‘forehead’. Kurku tikri, id. Mar. t.ika_, t.ikla_, t.ikli_ ‘mark on the forehead’, Santali� XE "Santali" � t.ika, t.ikla, t.ikli, Hi. t.ikli_





Nahali ult.a ‘to fall’; Kurku ult.a ‘upside down, to overtuen’; cf. Hi. ulat.na_ ‘to be topsy-turvy, capsize’





Nahali unt.u ‘camel� XE "camel" �’; Kurku u_t, u_t.o, u_nt.o; Kherwari u~_t.; Hi. u~_t.





(Source: FBJ Kuiper, 1962, Nahali, a comparative study, Amsterdam, NV Noord-Hollandsche Uitgevers Maatschappij; Sudhibhushan Bhattacharya, 1957, Field-notes on Nahali, Ind. Ling. 17, pp. 245-258).





Southern Bushman kara ‘horns’ (dual)


Southern Bushman kara, kadi, k’ariba, kai ‘scorpion’ 











